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Belarus: UN Human Rights Committee condemns execution

GENEVA (10 March 2022) —The UN Human Rights Committee on Thursday condemned
Belarus for its execution of Victor Pavlov, whose petition was still being examined by
the Committee.

Victor Pavlov is the 15 person since 2010 whose execution had been carried out at
the same time as the case was pending before the Human Rights Committee. The
Committee had requested Belarus to halt his execution while the independent experts
examined his allegations of human rights violations.

Pavlov was arrested on 3 January 2019 on suspicion of murder and larceny. He signed
a confession on the same day without the presence of a lawyer. He was immediately
remanded in custody by a prosecutor and was taken before a judge only five months
later. He was sentenced to death by the Vitebsk Regional Court in July 2019. Following
his appeal, the Supreme Court of Belarus upheld the trial court’s decision in November
the same year.

After his unsuccessful appeal, he turned to the Human Rights Committee in 2020,
claiming that he had been tortured in detention, denied access to legal assistance, and
subjected to an unfair trial. The Committee registered Pavlov’s complaint and began
the process to review his case.

In addition to reiterating its requests for suspending the execution, since June 2021,
the Committee has repeatedly asked for clarification from Belarus on Pavlov’s situation
in light of information it received that he had been executed behind closed doors.
However, Belarus did not respond to the Committee’s various requests.

Recently, a domestic court finally informed Pavlov’s family that the death penalty had
already been carried out, without providing any information about when he was
executed or where he was buried.

In similar cases, the Committee has found that undisclosed execution is a breach of
thelnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. “In death penalty cases, failure
of a State party to provide relatives with information on the date of execution of an



individual and burial site of the body leaves families in a state of uncertainty and
mental distress, which constitutes a violation of the Covenant,” said Arif Bulkan, Vice-
Chair of the Human Rights Committee.

The Committee also found Belarus’ failure to comply with its request for interim
measures is a violation of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, in which States parties are obliged to cooperate with the
Committee in good faith. The interim measures procedure under the Optional Protocol
aims to stop a State party from taking any action that would have irreparable
consequences. Belarus acceded the Optional Protocol in 1992.

Belarus remains the last country in Europe and Central Asia that applies the death
penalty. In its last report on Belarus published in November 2018 (available
in English and Russian), the Human Rights Committee emphasized that Belarus “should
consider establishing a moratorium on executions as an initial step towards legal
abolition of the death penalty and ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the
Covenant, commute all pending death sentences to imprisonment and increase efforts
to change public perception about the necessity of maintaining the death penalty.”

Despite Victor Pavlov’s execution, the Human Rights Committee, as per its usual
practice, will fully examine his case at one of its upcoming sessions.
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For more information and media requests in Geneva, please contact:
Vivian Kwok at +41 (0) 22 917 9362 / vivian.kwok@un.org or UN Human Rights Office Media Section
at +41 (0) 22 928 9855 / ohchr-media@un.org

Background:

The Human Rights Committee monitors States parties' adherence to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, which to date has been ratified by 173 States parties. The Committee is
made up of 18 members who are independent human rights experts drawn from around the world,
who serve in their personal capacity and not as representatives of States parties. The Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights allows individuals to file
complaints against the 116 States parties to the Optional Protocol for violations of their rights
enshrined in the Covenant. The Optional Protocol imposes on States parties the international legal
obligation to comply in good faith with the Committee’s views. More information on theComplaints
Procedures is available online.

Learn more with our videos on the Treaty Body system and on the Human Rights Committee.
Follow the UN Treaty Bodies on social media!
We are on Twitter @UNTreatyBodies

benapycb: Komuter OOH no npasam yenoBeka ocyXKaaeT UCNoIHEHUue
CMEepPTHOro npurosopa



'KEHEBA (10 mapTa 2022 r.) — B yetBepr Komutetr OOH no npaBam yenoBeKa ocygmn
Pecnybnuky benapycb 3a npusegeHne B UCNOJIHEHME CMEPTHOIO NPUroBopa B
OTHOWeHMN BMKTOpa MaBnoBa, Ybe Ae0 BCe eLe HAaXOANTCA Ha PaCCMOTPEHNM
KomuTerTa.

C 2010 ropa BukTop NaBnos asnaetca yxe 15-m no cH4ETY NMMLOM, Ka3HEHHbIM
Pecnybnankoi benapycb Bo Bpema paccmoTpeHus ero aena Kommtetom OOH no
npaBam YenoBeKa, HECMOTPA Ha HEOAHOKpPATHbIE NPOCLObl KomUTETA NPUOCTAHOBUTD
NCNONIHEHME NPUTOBOPA HA BPEMSA PACCMOTPEHMA ero Xanobbl 0 3aABNEHHbIX UM
HapyLeHUAX ero npas.

Buktop MaBnos 6bin 3aaepkaH 3 AHBaps 2019 roaa No NOA03PEHUIO B COBEPLUEHUN
ybUINCTBA M KpaXKu MMyLLLECTBA. B 3TOT »Ke AeHb, B OTCYTCTBME aABOKaTa UM bblan
noAnMcaHbl NPU3HATEIbHble MOKA3aHMA, U MPOKYPOP CaHKLUUMOHMPOBAN Mepy
npece4yeHns B BUAE 3aKAOUEHMNA NOA CTPaxKy. Bnepsble r-Ha MNaBnoBa npmBesnu B cys,
TO/IbKO CMYyCTA NATb MecALeB nocse ero 3aaep*kaHusa. B none 2019 roga Butebckui
o061acTHOM cya NPUroBOPUA €ro K BbICLLIEN Mepe HaKa3aHuA. B Hoabpe Toro e roaa,
BepxoBHbIl cya Pecnybankm benapycb ocTaBuA B cuie NPUroBop cyza nepsom
MHCTaHLMUM.

*Kanoba r-Ha Masnosa B Komutetr OOH no npaBam yenoseka b6bina nogaHa 8 2020
rogy v COAEpPKMUT 3aABNEHMA O MPUMEHEHUUN K HEMY MbITOK B MECTAX /ILLEHUA
csobopapl, 06 0TKase B fOCTYMeE K IOPUAMYECKON MOMOLLM 1 O HecnpaseaMBOM
cynebHom pasbupartenoctse. Komutet 3apernctpmpoBan }Kanoby n Havan
NPOM3BOACTBO NO NOArOTOBKE €€ K PaCCMOTPEHMIO.

KomuTteT HeogHOKpaTHO Hanpasaan Pecnybanke benapycb Npocbbbl 0
NPUOCTAHOBAEHUM NCNONHEHUA CMEPTHONO NPUroBopa, a HaunHaa ¢ noHA 2021 roga
TaK¥Ke NPoCuA NPeaoCcTaBmUTb MHPOPMALMIO O MeCTOHAXOoXaeHn Buktopa Masnosa B
CBA3KW NOCTyNuBLWeN nHGopmaLmen 0 BOSMOXKHOM TAMHOM MCNONHEHUMN CMEPTHOTO
npurosopa. OgHaKo, HM Ha O4MH M3 3aNPOoCcoB KOMUTET He MOIy4Mn OTBET.

HekoTopoe Bpema Ha3ag, Butebckumii 061acTHOM cyn HAaKOHEL-TO NPOnHGOpMMpPoBan
CceMblo r-Ha MaBnoBa, YTO CMepPTHbIN Npurosop 6ol NpMBeAEH B UCMOJIHEHWNE, HO He
npeaocTaBua MHGOPMALMIO O AaTe Ka3HM UM MecCTe, Fae 3aXOPOHEHO Teno BukTopa
Masnosa.

B cx0XuMX Aenax, Kacarowmxcs TalHOro UCNONHEHUA CMEPTHOM Ka3sHU, Komutet OOH
Nno NpaBam YeslI0BeKa paHee yCTaHOBW/ HapyweHne MexXayHapoaHOro rnakra o
rpa*kAaHCKUX U NONUTUYECKUX NpaBax. «B cnyyae, Korga rocyaapcTBO-y4acTHUK He
nHdopmmpyeT poaCTBEHHMKOB Ka3HEHHOTO INLLA O BPEMEHMW Ka3HU U mecTe
norpebeHnA Tena, OHO OCTABAAET YIEHOB €ro CEMbW B COCTOAHMM Heonpeae/IeHHOCTH
N AOCTaBAAET UM AyLIEeBHble CTpagaHUA, YTO ABNAETCA HapyweHnem MakTa», ckasan
Apund bynkaH, 3amectutens MNpeacepatena Kommuteta OOH no npasam 4yenoBekKa.



KomuTeT TakKe yxe npusHaBan HecobntogeHne Pecnybamkoin benapyco npoueayp
KomuTeTa 1 HeBbINONHEHWE €ro NPocbb 0 NPUHATUM BPEMEHHbBIX MeP 3aLUThbI
HapyweHuem PaKky/IbTaTUBHOIO NPOTOKO/1a K MeXayHapoaHOMY NaKTy O
rPa*KAaHCKUX M NOINTUYECKUX NPaBaXx, TaK Kak BCe rocy4apcTBa-y4acTHUKN 06A3aHbI
B COOTBETCTBMW C MEKAYHAPOAHbIM NPaBoM A406POCOBECTHO COTPYAHMYATL C
Komutetom.

Benapycb ocTaeTca eAMHCTBEHHOM cTpaHoM B EBpone un LleHTpanbHoM A3unun, KoTopas
NpPUMeHAET CMEePTHYIO Ka3Hb. B cBoem nocnegHem goknage no benapycy,
onybamMkoBaHHOM B HOsiIbpe 2018 roga (MmeeTca Ha aHIIMIACKOM U PYCCKOM f3bIKax),
KomuTeT no npaBam YenoBeka nogyepkHyn, 4to Pecnybnnke benapycb «cnenyet
pPaccMOTPETb BONPOC O BBEAEHMN MOPATOPUA HAa CMEPTHYIO Ka3Hb B KayecTBe
nepBoro Lwara Ha NyTM YCTaHOBNEHMA 3aKOHOAATeNbHOMO 3anpeTa CMEPTHOM Ka3HU U
patuduKaumnm sToporo PakynbTaTUBHOIro NPOTOKONA K MMaKTy, 3aMeHUTb BCe
CMepTHble NPUroBOPbI THOPEMHbIM 3aK/IIOYEHNEM U aKTUBU3UPOBATb YCUANA ONA
n3meHeHns obLLecTBEHHOro MHEHUA O HEOHXOAMMOCTM COXPAHEHUA CMEPTHOM
Ka3HMUY.

HecmoTps Ha TO, YTO CMepTHbIM NPUrOBOP B OTHOWEHUK BuKTOpa MNaBnosa yxe bbin
npuseneH B ucnonHenme, Kommter OOH no npasam YyenoBseka, B COOTBETCTBMU CO
CBOEM NPaKTUKOM, NPOAOINKUT PAaCCMOTPEHME €ro Aena Ha OAHOM U3 CBOMX ByayLumnx
ceccui.

KOHEL,

C medua 3anpocamu, noxcanylicma, obpawaliimeces K BusuaH Keok +41 22 917 93
62 vivan.kwok@un.org unu 8 omoen no pabome co CMU YBKIY e *eHege +41 22 928 98 55 ohchr-
media@un.org

AononHumenvHaa uHgpopmayus

Komumem no npasam Yenosexka Habawdaem 3a cobawodeHuem 20cy0apcmaeamu-

yyacmuukamu MexidyHapoOH020 NaKmMa o 2pax*0aHCKUX U noaumuyeckux npasax (MIIITIM),
Komopeolli Ha ce200HAWHUL 0eHb pamuguyuposaH 172 2ocydapcmeamu. Komumem cocmoum u3 18
4s1eHO8, KOMopbie ABAAMCA HE3A8UCUMbIMU 3KCrepmamu 8 06s1acmu rnpas Yesano8eKka co 8ce2o
MUpPQ, U ocywecmsnfaom ceou hyHKUUU 8 UHOUBUOYabHOM Kayecmae, a He 8 Kayecmeae
npedcmasumerneli 20cy0apcmas-y4acmHuKos.

JononHumensHell npomokoa k MIITIM, pamuguyuposaHHell 116 20cydapcmseamu, Hadendaem
Komumem noaHomo4uamu rno paccmompeHuro UHOU8UOYanbHbIX #an06, Kacarouwuxca
npednosazaemeix HapyweHul lakma 2ocydapcmeamu-yyacmHukamu. [ononHumensHsili
IPOMOKOA HAsGzaem Ha 20Cy0apcmeaa-y4acmHUKU MmexoyHapoOHoe 0b6a3amenscmeo
dobpocosecmHo ucronHAMs peweHua Komumema. lModpobHas uHopmayua o npouedypax nodaqu
UHOuUBuUOdyanbHbix coobuweHuli 8 Komumemsi OOH codepxcumca 30ece.

Y3Halime 6onbwe u3 Hawez20 eudeo 0 002080pPHbIX op2aHax u 0 Komumeme no npasam Yenoeeka.
Cnedume 3a pabomoii do2080pHbIX opaaHoe OOH no npasam YesnoeeKd 8 coyudnbHbix cemsx!
Mbeoi 86 Tesumepe @UNTreatyBodies




