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Basic Information
HISTORY:  A slave rebellion between 1791 and 1804 freed Haiti from French rule and 
established an independent republic.  From 1915 to 1934 it was under US 
occupation; within two years of restored independence the government had fallen into 
the hands of the dictatorial Duvalier dynasty which dominated Haitian politics    
until 2004.  Subsequently its history has been dominated by natural disasters – a 2010 
earthquake which is estimated to have killed 300,000 and left 15% of the population 
homeless, a subsequent cholera outbreak which was ultimately blamed on poor 
sanitary behaviour by the Nepali contingent of the UN relief forces, then Hurricane 
Matthew in 2016, which caused over 500 deaths and widespread material 
damage. 
POPULATION (November 2018, estimated
)


  


10,788,000
MILITARY RECRUITMENT:  The Haitian military forces were disbanded in 1995, leaving 
only as 50-strong paramilitary coastguard.
  Following his election in 2011, President 
Martelly announced his intention to re-establish an army; the necessary legislation was 
promulgated in 2015, and the first 150 recruits were admitted in 2018.  The intention is 
that the force, whose primary missions will be disaster relief and border security, will 
in the first instance number some 500 personnel, primarily in engineering and medical 
roles for disaster relief.  Brazil has undertaken to train 1,500 members of the potential 
force, but this may be as engineers; as early as September 2013, forty-one military 
engineers returned fom training in Ecuador.
  Ultimately it is planned to have a 
strength of about 5,000
  At this stage further details are sketchy. 

With well over 100,000 young men reaching 18 each year, even at full strength the 
military will employ a minute proportion of the population.
MILITARY EXPENDITURE in 2018 was perhaps the equivalent of $100,000, or less than one 
cent per capita, a negligible proportion of GDP.





      

Haiti's armed forces were demobilised in September 1994 following the overthrow by a multi-national force acting in the name of the UN of the Duvalier government which had retaken power in a military coup in 1991, and the restoration of the elected President Aristide.  In April 1995, they were officially disbanded.  Unfortunately, these moves do not appear to have been accompanied by a comprehensive disarmament programme, and Haiti was subsequently plagued by a diversity of armed groups, those comprised of former soldiers, prison escapees and street gangs often confronting the more overtly political FRAPH (Front pour l'avancement et le progres d'Haiti), which included many veterans of the tontons macoutes and other militias of the Duvalier years – and with the pro-government chimères.    

In 2001, the first UN intervention in Haiti came to an end; in 2004 the government was overthrown in an armed insurrection, and Security Council Resolution 1529 established the “multinational stabilisation mission in Haiti”, or MINUSTAH, which has remained in place ever since.  In 2005, the transitional government agreed to pay US$2.8m as back pay for the previous decade to former members of the armed forces, who then left the bases they had been occupying in various parts of the country, but were still not disarmed.
   

It is sad that having joined its regional neighbours Costa Rica and Panama in dispensing with an army Haiti should now be reversing this.  The emphasis on disaster relief functions makes it hard to see why an explicitly military body should be seen as necessary.  The 11,000-strong UN-trained police force should be ready to take responsibility for internal security and border control whenever the MINUSTAH mission comes to an end.
Suggestion for the List of Issues
Please give details of the current moves towards re-establishing an army in Haiti.  What is the recruitment process?  Has a minimum age of 18 been set, in accordance with the best international practice?  Given the reported focus on disaster relief, what justification is there for the creation of an explicitly military force?
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