ACTIVITIES OF ISLAMIC COMMUNITY                                                             IN HOCHIMINH CITY, VIETNAM 
Performed by: The Ho Chi Minh City Muslim Representative Committee

Islam in Vietnam is the religion of over 80,000 believers (over  50,000 Bani Muslims and over 30,000 Muslims), most of them are the Cham (85%), and other belong to mixed ethnic origins (Kinh, Chinese, Indonesian, Malaysian, Indian and Arab). There are around 7,500 Cham people living in Ho Chi Minh City, most of them originated from An Giang province and practice Islam, therefore their customs, habits and activities are strongly influenced by such the religion. The Cham communities mainly live in 14 districts of Ho Chi Minh City. In addition, other small parts of the Cham who are Bani Muslims come from Ninh Thuan province, but they do not settle into areas or groups.

The permission to form the Ho Chi Minh City Muslim Representative Committee (1992) and action programs of the Government, the People's Committee of Ho Chi Minh City for ethnic and religious affairs in the City have contributed to active movement of the Cham Muslims in material and spiritual life including religious life. The Muslim Representative Committee has played its significant role as a bridge connecting the Muslim community and the local governments at all levels, and established regional and international exchanges that are constantly being strengthened and developed. These international relationships are clear evidence that characteristic of Islamic culture is the Muslim brotherhood of the whole world. The Ho Chi Minh City Muslim Representative Committee and zone management boards are social organizations of the Cham Muslims and connected to each other in caring the community in terms of religion and economic, cultural, educational and social development.
About education of the Islamic Community: Besides general education required by the State to all Vietnamese citizens, the whole Islamic community in Vietnam in general, the Islamic Community in Ho Chi Minh City in particular close adhere to Islamic doctrine. The power of Islamic doctrine changes a number of concepts, typical lifestyles of every Muslim. In the process of development, the culture of the Islamic Community in Ho Chi Minh City has harmonized their traditional culture with culture of people living around such as the Chinese, Khmer, Kinh, etc.
In each Islamic community area, there is a class teaching Cham language and the Qur’an using the Arabic letter system with lectures prepared by “tuan” (the Cham Muslim teachers) themselves to satisfy the needs of religious activities needs and to preserve, promote the traditional culture. Cham language teachers in these are funded by the Ho Chi Minh City’s Authority.

About religious activities of the Cham Muslim in Ho Chi Minh City: At present, there are in total of 10 mosques (Masijd), 4 small mosques (Surao) built before 1975. Since 2003, due to degradation by time, there are some mosques were re-built; especially in 2013, due to requirement of the widening 1A national highway project, Muwahhidin mosque at Zone 1, Phuoc Long A ward, District 9 had to be moved to another place to built a new mosque, which has been inaugurated, thanks to the funding from the Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Hanoi. These things help the Cham Muslims in Ho Chi Minh City to be easy in practicing their religion, uniting people in different religions, striving to live a "good life, beautiful religion".

About studying abroad: By the year 2013, Islam in Vietnam has over 150 students trained in religion, before 1975 there were only 10 students studied at Al Madinah. After 1975, most students studied in Malaysia, Al Azhar University (Egypt), Pondok Rarus Salam, Inshaniah (Malaysia), Al Madinah Almunawwarah University (Saudi Arabia). Studying abroad program, Islamic Development Bank (IDB) scholarships at Indonesian universities, from the academic year 2015, IDB has been launching the inland scholarship program. IDB also provides training skills for young Islamic leaders.

In addition, in cooperation with the Ho Chi Minh City Muslim Representative Committee, approved by the Government Commission for Religious Affairs) from 2009, the Regional Islamic Da'wah Council of Southeast Asia & the Pacific (RISEAP) collaborated with the IIUM University (Malaysia) to organize Islamic training courses in Ho Chi Minh City, Tay Ninh, Ninh Thuan, An Giang. Anually, the Cham Muslims in Ho Chi Minh City organize traditional culture festival in major holiday included: Raya Fitri, Raya Adha, Maulid (Nabi Muhammad’s birth day) and the Ramadan, all on the Islamic calendar.

Through the local governments at all level, the Cham Muslims in Ho Chi Minh City has been propagandized about the policies, laws and orders... therefore the consensus is created. The Cham Muslims in Ho Chi Minh City is one of ethnic minorities, thus have enjoyed social welfare programs run by the City’s government with wider beneficiaries and higher rate care.
Besides fulfilling obligations to God Allah, Islamic religious organizations in Vietnam has been soon aware of public opinions and bad influences harmful to the community and sent messages inciting dignitaries, authorities and believers of Islam to be clear-sighted to become good citizens, good believers and responsible for repelling activities that make disunity of the nation and religion; to participate in building the country through specific activities for people and country./.
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