SINTESIS: PIDCP

During the days of June 29 until 24 of July it will be celebrated the 114th period of session of the Vigilance Committee of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, in which it would be examined the Fourth Period of Venezuela about the matters. 
Four Venezuelan NGO´s are at Geneva presenting the results of the alternative report of the situation of women´s relative to the Covenant, they are the Center for Peace and Justice, CEPAZ, the Venezuelan Association for an alternative Social Education, AVESA, “Gender, Democracy and Human Rights”, GENDHU and the Hispanic Center for Women FREYA. 

The report points out that in the country, the public initiatives do not respond to the mandate of gender equality stablish in the article 21 of the National Constitution, they have a maternalistic and services women approach are of clearly populist, without coherent purpose and under which there is no monitoring. The scattered planes to respond to some women necessities, are subordinated to the politic interest of the ideological project of the government and lack of a women approach and gender equality, they do not fulfill the commitment of the government in the conference and regional and international agenda, of setting in a valid strategy of gender mainstreaming in public policies. The inefficiency and a limited political and administrative preparation, in concepts, method and technic of the agencies responsible are remarkable.  
                                  

Even though the State notes the existence of laws and rules that prohibit discrimination and protect against diverse sector of the population, the ones that are related to the fight discrimination against women are not applicable and are highly deficient and lack of sanctions for those who discriminates.  
The Law of Equal Opportunities for Women, 1999, before it was accepted for its execution, it was modified by the President of the Republic. The president eliminated the representation of NGO´s related to women, the Direction of the responsible institute and the Ministry for Equality maintains in their actions a non-systematic nature, partial and inorganic. The Ministry maintains the exclusion of people and NGO´s that are not adept to the government, of any announcement of planes or actions that can affect women. The National Statistics Institute, INE, only publish gender disaggregated statistics, in a very few indicators, which makes it very difficult to know the real discrimination rate.  

The International NGO “Social Watch” that produces and indicates the Rate of Gender Equity, in their 2012 report, indicates that in Venezuela only it has been reached the equality in the enrollment of the primary, secondary and higher education. The curriculum maintains clear and serious sexist gender bias. The index of equity in the public authority’s positions (Legislative, Executive, Municipal and Judiciary Powers) is of 32% with a gender gap of 68%, the index of participation in the economic sector (formal and informal wages) is of 65%, for a gender gap of 35%. 
Human Trafficking. Venezuela is a source of transit and destiny for men, women and children that are being subjected to human trafficking with sexual and force labor purposes; they are drawn by the deception from poor regions of the interior of the country to urban and touristic centers.  
In matter of discrimination at Word, the State has not developed any labor rules with gender perspective. The Organic Labor Law of workers contains a number of articles that protect widely maternity, but beyond that, there is no gender perspective and an explicit fight against discrimination. 

The Economically Active Population (the occupancy rate is of 77.3% in men against 50.8% in women. The unemployment rate is of 7.5% for men and 9.2% for women. The informalization of work in women is a structural tendency. 
Discrimination in Political Participation
Women lack of voice and proper representation and direct dialogue of public policies, regardless the fact that there has been presence of women with formal and enough power to achieve improvements on this subject. At the end of the 90s due to the collective effort of women, the Law of Vote and Political Participation (LVPP 1997) included a quota of 30% of female candidacy in the list of nominee to the popular election posts, however in 200 the National Election Council (CNE) decided though decree law of the President of the Republic to eliminate this quota. The Empowerment Index of Women in Venezuela is accordingly to Social Watch for 2012 equal to 28%, which means a gender bias of 72%, one of the highest of the Region. The National Assembly is formed by 16% of women.
Several Women´s NGO have requested massively the reform of the national legislation to apply the principle of parity with political rotation; this request has received no answer at the current time. 

Violence
The Organic Law against Women to a Life Free of Violence has no budget, the resources comes from allocations from different institutions. From 2013 the deficit is of 60%. According to the Public Prosecutors Office of Women just 23.69% of the cases were given proper attention. The Public Prosecutors Office offers figures of the advance investigation that show an index of impunity of 96%. There are no digits of institutions for the protection and shelter of victims. 
In Venezuela there are no procedures to prevent and sanctions case of torture and cruel inhuman and degrading treatment against women. There are no statistics about this subject considering the fact that neither the People´s Advocate Office nor the Public Prosecutor Office have provided any information. However different NGO´s received countless of complaint regarding this matter. During the year 2014 of the total of the persons deprived of liberty 6% are women with an index of overcrowding of 190%. 
The women are discriminated and are receive unequal treatment in comparison with men. In almost every prison the detainee have nightclubs and cools, they have the right to receive visits from their couple and remain with them from Viernes to Monday, meanwhile the women have no right of conjugal visits, unless they request an authorization and the case is submitted to evaluation by the direction, for this, the partner has to submit to VIH exams, psychological test and have a limited schedule of visits from 9am to 4pm. There is no special medical attention for women of gynecological or obstetrics.  

Women that are deprived of liberty that are in the 16 annex of the correctional facility do not get safe water inside of the facility. Their families provide this resource. 
Recommendations
· The organizations who submit the present report request to the Committee that urge the Venezuelan state to adopt the progressive measures to fulfill its obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights taking into account the gender equality in human rights matters in the design, implementation and evaluation of public policies for the recovery of political, social and economic democracy of the country that eliminates gender inequalities and discrimination.  
· We request to the Committee that urge the Venezuelan State to submit detail information disaggregated by gender on the scope of public actions and public policies, and also to submit an accountability report on the impacts on human rights that carry any type of State’s decisions, issue that continues in total darkness for the civil society. 

· While some legislative advances to fight domestic violence are recognized, we request to the Committee to urge the Venezuelan State to develop effective programs that can bring an effective answer to this dangerous situation, because domestic violence against women still remains.
· We request the State Party to, on track of the democratic tendency that lives the Latin-American and the Caribbean region and also because of the sustained efforts of Venezuelan women's of every sings organizations, to achieve real progress on gender justice in electoral matters, promoting the reconsideration and actualization of the current electoral legislation, in order to legally establish parity with alternation in every election process on public power positions, on  legislation  and on electoral procedures,  compulsory for every party or electoral group and that the National Electoral Council develop an initiative of technical  monitoring, civic education and  promoting effective political equality. 

· Finally, we request to the Committee that encourage the Venezuelan State to fulfill its duty to convene the participation of the non-governmental organizations and other members of civil society in the process of national debate previous to the submission of its next periodic report.  

