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Basic Information
POPULATION (November 2014, estimated
):




            28,930,000
MILITARY RECRUITMENT:  Conscription.  12 months service.

MINIMUM AGE
:  18, “but children from 17 can enrol as cadets in military education 

units, and are classified as members of the armed forces.”

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION:  Limited provisions since 1992
MALES reaching “militarily significant age” in 2010 
:




 306,404     

ARMED FORCES: active strength, Nov. 2014:
 





      48,000


as a percentage of the number of men reaching “military age”


       15.7%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE US $ equivalent, 2013





    $1,590m  
Per capita









            $55

As % of  GDP  








         2.8%
In its Concluding Observations on Uzbekistan's Third Periodic Report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Human Rights Committee reiterated concerns about Uzbekistan's provisions for conscientious objectors:

“The Committee is concerned that, at present, only members of a limited number of registered religious groups can apply for an alternative to military service. In this context,  the Committee is concerned that the low number of conscientious objectors (seven) that performed alternative service in 2003-2007 may reflect a fear of adverse consequences for those who might take advantage of the existing provisions for alternative service. Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that the State party’s regulations on alternative service do not apply to individuals who refuse to perform military service on ethical grounds. Finally, it is concerned about the lack of detailed information on how the system works in practice and, in particular, at the reports that decisions whether to allow an individual to carry out a substitution service are taken by a military body. (art. 18)
“The State party should adopt legislation recognizing explicitly the right of conscientious objection, ensuring that all conscientious objectors are not subjected to discrimination or punishment. The authority granting individuals the possibility to perform alternative service should include civilians.”


In the List of Issues on the Fourth Periodic Report, the Committee asked Uzbekistan to “provide information on the implementation of the Committee's previous recommendations on the recognition of the right of conscientious objection to military alternative service (sic) without discrimination” 


Uzbekistan replied, “As to the question of recognition of the right to refuse military service, it may be pointed out that no-one may evade the performance of their legal obligations on grounds of religious belief.   In accordance with the Universal Military Service and Military Duty Act of 12th December 2002, citizens between 18 and 27 years of age enrolled in the military register and liable for conscription have the right to alternative service if they are members of registered religious organizations whose members are not permitted to bear arms or serve in the armed forces.  The following religious organisations are concerned: Jehovah's Witnesses, Evangelical Christians-Baptists and Seventh Day Adventists.”
 

In other words, nothing has changed, either in response to the Human Rights Committee or to the recommendations on this subject Uzbekistan received under the Universal Periodic Review.   For background, please see the submission made by CPTI at the time of the Third Periodic Report.
  It should also be noted that Uzbekistan is one of the States identified by Child Soldiers International as one of those where persons can enter military higher education institutes, and thus be considered members of the armed forces, at the age of 17.

�	Source:  The Military Balance 2015 (International Institute of Strategic Studies, London), which bases its estimate 	on “demographic statistics taken from the US Census Bureau”.


�	Source:  Child Soldiers International (formerly Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers), Louder than words: an 	agenda for action to end  state use of child soldiers   London, September 2012.


�	Source:  CIA World Factbook. � HYPERLINK "https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html"��https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html� � HYPERLINK "https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html"��� .  The CIA defines “militarily significant age” as 16, which is the lowest age of legal recruitment found anywhere in the world.  Their latest estimate, dating from 2010, thus covers the cohort of young men born in 1994, ie aged  20 in 2014. 


�	Source:  The Military Balance 2015,.


�	Source:  The Military Balance 2015,. p.203


�	CCPR/C/UZB/CO3, 7th April 2010, para 26..


�	CCPR/C/UZB/Q/4, end of para 27, 21st November 2014, which covered a range of freedom of religion issues.


�	CCPR/C/UZB/Q/4/Add.1 , received 16th February, 2015,  paras 182, 183.


�	Downloadable at http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCCPR%2fNGO%2fUZB%2f96%2f10284&Lang=en


�	Child Soldiers International,  Louder than words: an agenda for action to end  state use of child soldiers   London, September 2012, p56.





