Kazakhstan does not implement UN treaty body decisions on individual cases. There is no unified mechanism in either the law or in practice that would allow for effective and prompt implementation of UN treaty body decisions on individual communications. 
Ms. Bakhytzhan Toregozhina, a citizen of Kazakhstan, has been trying to get her remedy after, in October 2014, the UN Human Rights Committee in decision no. 2137/2012 established violations by Kazakhstan of the author’s rights under articles 9, 19, and 21 of the ICCPR and recommended Kazakhstan “provide the author with an effective remedy, including review of her conviction and to an adequate compensation, including reimbursement of the legal costs incurred”. 
In January 2015, the Prosecutor General’s office recommended Ms. Toregozhina to apply to a court, which she did, but was denied standing. She then applied to the Ministry of Finance suggesting it repay her the amount of the fine the court imposed on her on 2010 for an administrative offence of organising an art-mob event without the permission of the city authorities, which the HRC found to be a violation of ICCPR. After the refusal of the Ministry of Finance to repay her the fine, Ms. Toregozhina filed a lawsuit against this Ministry. The court did not support her claim. At the end of February 2015, Ms. Toregozgina sent a request to the Prosecutor General’s office for it to challenge the court’s refusal of her claim. The Prosecutor General’s office replied to her saying that the solution of her issue was being coordinated with state bodies concerned. In March 2015, Ms. Toregozhina applied to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan requesting information regarding the state implementation of the UN treaty body decision on her case. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs replied saying that the implementation was being coordinated by it with the Prosecutor General’s offce. Also in March, Ms. Toregozhina submitted a lawsuit against the police officers to compensate her for moral harm after they arrested her for the attempt to exercise her right to expression in 2010, but the court did not support her claim. In April 2015, Ms. Toregozhina wrote to the Commission on Human Rights under the President of Kazakhstan requesting it to take control of the process of implementation of the UN HRC’s decision no. 2137/2012. The Commission redirected her letter to the Prosecutor General’s office. Finally, at the end of July 2015, Ms. Toregozhing applied to the Prosecutor General’s office for a personal meeting to discuss the implementation of her HRC’s case decision. She received a reply saying that implementation of HRC’s decision no. 2137/2012 would be possible only after the issue of implementation of UN treaty body decisions was regulated in legislation of Kazakhstan. 

Thus, the UN HRC’s views on Bakhytzhan Toregozhina’s communication no. 2137/2012 adopted at the 112th session has not been implemented by Kazakhstan not within 180 days following the decision nor later. No measures to give effect to the Committee’s views have been taken.

Question for the List of Issues:

What measures have been taken by Kazakhstan to give effecte to the UN HRC’s views on communication no. 2137/2012 to-date? What mechanism of implementation of UN treaty bodies’ decisions exist in Kazakhstan? 

