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---

I. GENERAL INFORMATION
The Seventh-day Adventist Church (SDAC) has its churches in 215 countries and territories and is among 237 recognized organizations by UN. Under the supervision of the Church, there are 81,552 churches and other church points, 114 universities, 8,041secondary and primary schools, 180 Christian hospitals. The Seventh-day Adventist Church education system is the second largest one after that of the Catholic Church.
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Vietnam, which arrived in the country in 1915, is not different from others in the world. In 1928, the Vietnamese Missionary Area was assigned to the Asian Malay Church Associations based in Singapore.
The Missionary R.H.Wetland arrived in Sai Gon on October 2nd, 1929. The foreign Christian who came to Saigon to form the Church then was a French civil construction engineer named Julien, and the first Office of the Church was based at 97 Champagne Road, Sai Gon. The Seventh-day Adventist Church of Vietnam was recognized by the Asian Malay Church Associations as a standard district church and the first church established in Sai Gon in December, 1929.     (the Asian Malay Associations is currently named as South East Asian Church Associations). In January 1932, the Church was officially recognized and received its license granted by The Governor of Southern Vietnam.

From 1932 to 1947, the Church was expanded to Mekong Delta (Can Tho, 1933), Central Vietnam (Da Nang, 1939), and Northen Vietnam (Ha Noi, 1939) and to the ethnic minorities in Di Linh, Lam Dong. Also in the same period, a Theology School and the Thoi Trieu Printing House were first established in Sai Gon (now Ho Chi Minh City) in September 1939. In 1941 the Cho Lon Church was founded and in 1942 the Kien Khuong Maternity Hospital and the Loi Cau, Hung Yen Church were established. 
From 1947 to 1954: The Church Office, the Thoi Trieu Printing House and the church itself were moved to a new site at No 2, Vo Tanh (now Hoang Van Thu Str.) and at 373 Vo Di Nguy (now Nguyen Kiem Str. Phu Nhuan District, Ho Chi Minh City). In early 1948 the Church bought a 2-story house which is presently its Head Office at 224 Phan Dang Luu street, Phu Nhuan District, Ho Chi Minh City. New churches associations have been established and churches have been built including  Chợ Lớn, Phú Nhuận, Đà Lat, Đức Mỹ, Quảng Huế, Túy Loan, Tam Kỳ, Quảng Ngãi, Da-lạt, Đa Me, Rơ Chai, Di Linh churches. In terms of education, there were Christian Training Centre, Phú Nhuận Christian School and Chợ Lớn Christian School, etc.
From1954 to 1959, the Church continued to gain new accomplishments such as the acquisitions of land for houses in Vam Nhon (1956), of other land at No 273 of the present Nguyen Van Troi Road in Phu Nhuan District and the establishment of the Sai Gon Christian Hospital (1955)...
From 1959 to 1975: As the Geneva Treaty divided Viet Nam into 2 parts, the Church associations in North and South Vietnam lost communications. During this period, the main focus of the Church was on restoring and building 28 churches, 18 Christian primary and secondary schools, one Christian hospital, one Thoi Trieu An Quan printing house, especially a theology school and a program to support in-house orphans (1,000 orphans were supported during this period).
From 1975 to 2004: The year 1975 was a major change for the South of Viet Nam in particular and for the whole of Viet Nam in general. April 30th, 1975 was the country’s Reunification. After reunification, conforming to law, the Church had given its units with modern facilities including the Christian Hospital, the Thoi Trieu An Printing House, Christian secondary and primary schools to the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam’s health, educational and cultural administrations, retaining only churses under its supervision.
The General Representative Assembly of The Seventh-day Adventist Church was convened by rule on January 10th, 1976 at the Phu Nhuan Church Association. The Assembly had officially approved the following:
· Appointment of Missionaries to churches.

· Contact local authorities who were using churches to ask for a return of churches so that the followers have a place to worship their Lord every Saturday.
· Submit documents to the Government for granting the Church legal standing.
· Those Church associations who have not had yet their Head will be led by Presbyterian and Managing committee in their weekly Lord worshiping activieties.

The details of of Church Associations’s activities were not described in details. However, there are common religious department activities such as Sabbat Department, Personal Ministries Department, Charity Departments, and Youth Departments.

At present The Seventh-day Adventist Church of VietNam is developing very fast. The Church has 16,000 followers (with a number of 10,375 ethnic minority followers accounting for 64%), 228 dignitaries, 185 local churches and branches operating in 34 cities and provinces in Vietnam.

II. RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES SINCE 2006 THAT CONTINUE TO BE CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS 

To carry out Renovation Policy of the State, on December 18th, 2006, the Government Committee for Religious Affairs granted Registration Certificate to the Church in accordance with the laws. Two years afterward, the Church strictly conformed to religious policies and laws, actively participated in charity and other humanity activities.

On December 04th, 2008, the Church received Official Recognition. Central Office of the Church still locates at 224 Phan Đăng Lưu, 3th Ward, Phú Nhuận District, Hồ Chí Minh City.
So far, The Seventh Day Adventist Church organized 3 Assembly Meetings to elect Management Board, to conclude activities of the previous term and set out development for the coming terms.

The Church completed the construction of 37 churches and chapels at 33 provinces such as: Cần Thơ,  Chợ Lớn,  Mỹ Tho,  Phước Bình, Phú Nhuận, Vàm Nhon, Long Thành, Đại Hưng, Đa Mur, Đa Hoa, Đa Tro, Đa Ra Hoa, R’Chai, Sơn Hạ, Túy Loan, Khánh Sơn, Êa Yông B, Gò Công Tây, Bến Tre, Đa Chais, Sơn Linh, Sơn Nham, Sơn Giang, Sóc Đặc Sư, Quảng Huế, Hòa An, Rờ Kơi, Bobla, Buôn Kiều, Đa Ka Nang, Tiêng Liêng, Ma Kir, Mỹ Tịnh An, Đà Nẵng, Háng Sông Trên, Bản Chua Ta B, Pú Hồng, Hòa An.
List of churches that were granted permission for building in the recent years includes:

(1) Church at R’Chai, Phú Hội village, Đức Trọng district, Lâm Đồng province is allowed to build on land area of 3.402 m2, permission for building granted by Lam Dong provincial People’s Committee in October 2013, the church built in 2016. 

(2) Church Đa Ra Hoa, Đa Hoa commune, Đa Nhim village, Lạc Dương district, Lâm Đồng province.

(3) Church Đà Nẵng at Hòa An ward, Cẩm Lệ district, Đà Nẵng City completed its building in 2016, on land area of 736 m2 granted by Danang City People’s Committee in 2016. (Beside, in 2013, Danang City PC also granted to the Church 200m2 for building of chapel at Túy Loan commune. Phú Hòa village, Hòa Vang district, construction of chapel conducted in 2013).

(4) Church at Sơn Hạ village, Sơn Hà district, Quảng Ngãi province.

(5) Church Mỹ Tho at Đạo Thạnh ward, Mỹ Tho city, Tiền Giang province. 

In many years, Vietnam ADRA organized many charity and relief activities in different provinces in accordance with the Vietnam Government programms.
On August 2nd, 2017, as authorized by the Prime Minister, Head of the Government Committee for Religious Affairs issued decision on establishment of Christian Bible College to the Seventh Day Adventist Church of Vietnam. Temporary location of the college is at 02 Hoang Van Thu street, Ward 9, Phu Nhuan district, HCMC. The college is allowed to provide education at different levels, from mid, to high and bachelor. The purpose of the college is to equip its trainees with solid and proper knowledge on bible, foreign language, law and history of Vietnam to enable those trainees to make decisions that would benefit communities and society. The college also aims at training hardworking, loyal and integrity people who are capable to listen and to share.

 Also in recent years, the Church published many religious publications, such as Message to the Youth, Living Parth, Stories of Redemption (volume 1 and 2), Truth is jade, Luggage to the Life, Healing, Day of Hope, Beyond imagination, Power of hope, Proof Positive, Miracles of grace, Endtime  Countdown , To live well and happily, Loving messages, Grow your child, Brief on Seventh Day Adventist Church, Changing situation (about health), etc. Each publications came out in thousands copies.

Internatonal cooperation of the Church in this period also was well developed. Besides the link to the worldwide SDAC, Asia-Pacific Associations of Church, South-East Asia Churches, Vietnam SDAC also appoints its representatives to participate in Meetings of the WorldWide Assembly in the US, Assembly in South East Asia at Singapore, Preaching Assembly of North-Asia and Pacific at South Korea. It also sends missionaries to California, San Jose, Riverside, Garden Grove in many recent years. Vietnam SDAC also received foreign guests from Standing Committee of South-Eash Asian Association of Churches, General Consultant of the US (to participate in the First, Second and Third Assembly of Vietnam SDAC), pasters from South East Asia Church and from US to give presentations at Dai Hung church, Quang Nam province, Vam Nhon church, Can Tho city, My Tho church, Tien Giang province, Phu Nhuan church, HCMC, R’ Chai, Đa Tro, Đa Ra Hoa, and Đa Mur churches, Lâm Đồng province.
The Church enjoyed favorable treatment and in reply, it carries out charity and relief programs to make its contributions to Government social security and the environment protection activities and programs, such as: 
- Churches render clean-grean-beauty program for surroundings of the churches. Especially, all churches located in Lam Dong, Daklak and Gia Lai provinces do not involve in any tree cutting in forests and in environment pollution activities. Vietnam SDAC builds hygienic toilets for poor ethnic families at Lak district of Daklak province; at Dam Rong district of Lam Dong province, at Khanh Son district of Khanh Hoa province. The Church also launches forest plantation program for Khanh Son district of Khanh Hoa province and assist the followers-farmers to grow acacia tree for living.

- Almost all churches of SDAC in 33 provinces actively participate in charity and relief activities at localities such as provide finance for poor families to repair their houses, distribute thousand of warm clothes to children of ethnic minority groups and necessities to the poors (notebooks, soaps, face towel, toothpaste, etc.) in Quang Ngai, Lam Dong and Daklak provinces. From 2014 to 2018, in a single church Vam Nhon of Can Tho City, the SDAC yearly drills 30 wells for the poors costing 115 million VND in total, and builds concrete bridges for people to cross canals. In the same period, SDAC also drills 12 wells costing 40 million VND taken from ACS fund. Also, SDAC distributes 200 gift sets to the poor costing 30 million VND, spends 20 million VND to support poor pupils, provided 12 poor patients in need of medical treatment 30 million VND, assist 4 poor families to conduct funerals 20 million VND, assist the house repair with total 25 million VND. In total, SDAC spent 150 million VND yearly for charity and relief activities. So in 5 years (2014-2018), total spending of Vam Nhon church on charity and relief activities is 750 million VND. 

Other churches also carry out charity and relief program similar to that of the Vam Nhon church. 

- In recent years, the Church organize health check and consultancy program carried out by medical doctors who are SDAC followers for different group of people such as eldery people, poor families and people living in i) Phu Hoa village (Hoa Vang district, Danang City), ii) Phuoc Binh ward (9th district, HCMC), iii) 9th ward, Phu Nhuan district, HCMC, iv) Dao Thanh village (My Tho city, Tien Giang province). Other activities include encouraging SDAC followers to take part in blood donation campaign.

-  Phu Nhuan Church which locates at 02 Hoang Van Thu street, 9th ward, Phu Nhuan district, HCMC printed out a collection of 12 books on different topics such as environment, air, liquid, dietary, optimism, integrity, community support, etc., through Culture and Information Publishing House to gove children tools for their coloring and learining of essential lessons at summer classes on Sabbath, Bibble organized by Phu Nhuan church. Church also disseminates country wide Sabbath lessons “Role of the Church in society”. Church also mobilizes followers to contribute to the local governments in the charity activities to assist the poor, pay attention to the communities surrounding the church. The Church covers financial expenses to build hygienic toilets for people of Chil ethnic group at Lam Dong province, for Ede ethnic group at Daklak province.
To contribute to the clean water and clean environment, assistance is provided by churches at Lam Dong and Daklak provinces to the people to better their ability to approach save hygienic water resources by local ethnic people. The church also provides practical and useful knowledge on personal, household and community hygiene.  

The Church also carries out suistainable living resource development program in way of providing charity dietary meals on each Thursday, from 11:30 to 12:30 at Phu Nhuan church for the poor, eldery, pupils, students with the view to ignite their activeness in exchanging the initiatives to better their life based on the individual needs and resources. Expenses for each 200 meals is 4 million VND; therefore, in one year (except newyear week), total expeses is 204 million VND. During the 2014-2018 periods, gross expeses is 1020 million VND. Youth Board of The Church (Loving Connection Club) organized campaigns for the youth to collect trashes alongside the Nguyen Van Troi – Nguyen Kiem railroad. 
....

Besides religious activities of the Church, the ADRA (located at 02 Mễ Trì Thượng, Nam Từ Liêm district, Hà Nội) also carried out many activities to bring benefits to the communities. Each year, the Church’s ADRA provides financial and technical support to Government’s social security programs. In last 27 years, 200 such programs were supported. During 2014-2018, each year, the Church provides 3 million USD (69 billion VND) to the support, making total to reach 345 billion VND.

III. CHALLENGES TO AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CHURCH IN COMING TIME 
Although enjoyed many favours and reached the good growth in recent years, thanks to Government religious policy and law and their proper implementation by local governments, the SDAC still faces the following challenges:

1. Presently, the Government already granted The Church permission to establish Christian Bible College. However, because the area of Phu Nhuan church is narrow, therefore, the church is not yet able to carry out all suitable education and training program on long-term perspective. The Church already asked HoChiMinh City People’s Committee (HCMC PC) to allocate a land area of 5000m2 for The Church to construct Bible College. At present, HCMC PC already appoints Department of Natural Resources and Environment to cooperate with other departments to make proposal for land allocation. 

Upon the actual allocation of land, The Church will build Bible College to make it the reliance address for education and research of Bibble in scientific, creative manner; and, in so doing, to help learners to become good citizen having proper understanding of Bible, and the loyal followers or clergy of The Seventh Day Adventist Church of Vietnam.
2. There are still some churches which had not been granted official permissions for religious activities. The Church will appoint missionaries or management board members to localities to work with local governments for the registration procedure in accordance with the provisions of the Law on Believes and Religions. 

3. Application to aquire land allocation and construction permission is complicated and time-consuming. However, the Church will take it persistently to get the better worship venue/conditions to the followers./.
Ho Chi Minh City,         January  2019
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