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Press Statement

The deportation of Turkic language-speaking Uighurs to China


We appreciate an earlier effort by the Thai government to send 172 children and women who are Turkic language-speaking Uighurs to Turkey on 1 July 2015. But during midnight of 8 July 2015, there was a special operation to deport 109 male Turkic language-speaking Uighurs to China. They had been held in custody for over one years by the Thai authorities. The transportation was made by military carriers at the military airfield in Don Muang, Bangkok.  There was case of Uighur migrants in Cambodia  who were later deported to China and all of them were executed. Meanwhile, the Thai consulate in Istanbul was attacked by an angry mob of Turkish and the Thai government in its press conference defended its action claiming it has been conducted based on humanitarian principle and nationality verification process. They did not anticipate the escalation of the situation as such. Based on our observation, we insist that the situation has not been as what the Thai government has claimed. In this incidence, Thailand has committed a grave violation of human rights and has simply been enticed by vested interest to gain from China, rather than giving any value to human lives. 


Even we are Buddhists, but we feel deeply upset with the arising situation. I would like to personally offer my deepest apologies to the Allah asking for his forgiveness for those who have committed the sin unknowingly. I would like to ask for forgiveness from sisters and brothers in Turkey, all the Uighurs and Muslims all over the world for the actions of the Thai government. We Thai people do not endorse the decision made imprudently by the Thai government and we have the following opinions to share;


1. The Thai government has promised international community to not return these people to China since it is highly likely that they would face execution.  Even though Thailand has not signed the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, but it has signed the Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), and in its Article 3, it is stipulated that “No State Party shall expel, return ("refouler") or extradite a person to another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that he would be in danger of being subjected to torture… (and) For the purpose of determining whether there are such grounds, the competent authorities shall take into account all relevant considerations”. Historically, the Chinese government has treated badly toward the Uighurs who used to live in exile in Cambodia and were returned there. Therefore, it could be construed that the Thai government has flagrantly violated Article 3 of the Convention.


2. The Thai government has made a breach against the highly revered principle of Islam. The forcible return of the Turkic language-speaking Uighurs during the first ten days of the Ramadan month, which is supposed to be the time for committing goodness, is therefore a grave sin and traumatizing to the faith and heart of Muslims worldwide.  


3  That Thailand plans to procure submarines and high-speed rail from China is a stake known to all Thai people. We are aware of the ongoing negotiations between the Thai government and its counterpart. We insist that the purchase of Chinese submarines and the investment in high speed rail by China shall be in favor of China. The negotiations must be conducted transparently and based on fair business transactions. That the lives of 1009 Turkic language-speaking Uighurs are being traded off is a cause for our sadness and trauma.  


4. We would like to hear a firm and strong commitment from the Thai government that the remaining 60 Turkic language-speaking Uighurs shall be kept safely and that human rights groups and humanitarian groups be allowed to visit them and to console them making them feel less anxious and worried. 


5. The Chinese government should respect humanity of all Uighurs and stop any inhumane act against them.  


6. The world community should support the remaining 60 Turkic language-speaking Uighurs keeping them safe from any actions either by the Thai government or Chinese government.  

With respect in humanity of all people 

Bangkok, 10 July 2015     
People’s Empowerment Foundation
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