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Introduction

1. ARTICLE 19 welcomes the opportunity to provide submissions to the UN Human Rights Committee (‘'the HR Committee”) on the list of issues raised in December 2017 in the absence of the second periodic report on The Gambia.  
2. ARTICLE 19 is an international human rights organisation in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, advocating for the right to freedom of expression and access to information worldwide. Founded in 1987 and headquartered in London, with satellite offices in New York and Washington DC, as well as regional offices in Brazil, Mexico, Senegal, Kenya, Tunisia, Bangladesh and Myanmar. The Senegal office, established in 2010, has maintained a focus on the Gambia for many years. 

3. Our submission responds to two of the listed issues put to the Gambia by the HR Committee. In relation to Issue 25, on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, as protected under Article 19 of the ICCPR, we cover three issues: 
· Measures taken to guarantee the right to freedom of opinion and expression for journalists and human rights defenders, providing them protection from unlawful arrest, detention, harassment by law enforcement officials, and from criminal defamation suits;
· The Criminal Code (Amendment) Act (2013), and the Information and Communication (Amendment) Act (2013);
· The Newspaper Act (as amended in 2004);
4. In relation to Issue 26, on the right to freedom of association, protected under Article 22 of the ICCPR, we cover two issues: 

· Revisions to Decree 81 (1996) on non-governmental organizations decree, which, among other provisions, imposed a cumbersome registration procedures and require NGOs to submit budgets and work programmes to the Government for approval;
· The review of the decision to place NGOs under the supervision of the Office of the President, through which the activities of NGOs is limited. 

5. While we base our analysis on the Gambia’s compliance with its obligations as a State party to the ICCPR, we note the Gambia has also ratified the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. President Adam Barrow has indicated a renewed commitment to international human rights law and implementation of its obligations, since entering government in December 2017. 
6. Since the new government took office in January 2017, ARTICLE 19 West Africa and other stakeholders have been in discussions with the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Information and Communication Infrastructure (MOICI) on urgent reform of the Gambia’s media laws, as well as supporting efforts to enact an Access to Information Act. These reforms if materialised and effectively implemented, will greatly improve the situation for the rights to freedom of expression, access to information, and freedom of association in the country. The government 
Freedom of opinion and expression (Article 19 ICCPR)
7. In issue 25, the HR Committee requested information on measures taken to guarantee in practice the right to freedom of expression, specifying in particular revisions made to the Criminal Code (Amendment) Act 2013, and the Information and Communication (Amendment) Act 2013, as well as any revisions to the 2004 Amendments to the Newspaper Act.

8. Section 25(1)(a) of the Constitution of the Republic of the Gambia (1997) guarantees to all people the right to freedom of speech, including freedom of the press and other media, and sets limitations on the right in Section 25(4). These afford to the State greater discretion to limit the right to freedom of expression than permitted by Article 19(3) of the ICCPR. In particular, it requires that limitations through national law be “reasonable”, seemingly diluting the standard of what is “necessary in a democratic society.” The permissible aims of such restrictions also differ from the exhaustive numeration listed in Article 19(3) of the ICCPR, including, in addition to nationality security, “the sovereignty and integrity of The Gambia”, as well as “public decency.”   
9. Further guarantees to media freedom and independence are given through Chapter XIX, Sections 207- 208, with limitations set out in Section 209, and Section 210 providing the basis for a National Media Commission. The guarantee for media independence set out in Section 207 is undermined by the broad basis for limitations in Section 209, as they may be restricted by law on a standard of “reasonableness”, rather than “necessity”, as set out in Article 19 of the ICCPR, though the permissible aims listed mirror those of Article 19(3) ICCPR. Section 208, while affording “fair opportunities” for dissent, also gives recognition to the legitimacy of State-owned media, which is paradoxical to media independence, and would be better replaced with guarantees for the establishment of a truly independent public service broadcaster. Similarly, Section 210 could provide greater protections for the independence of the National Media Commission, and limit its scope to the broadcast sector. 

Constitutional Reform Initiatives

10. The Constitutional Review Commission (CRC) was established as per the Constitutional Review Commission Act No. 07 of 2017 passed on 13 December 2017 by the National Assembly and assented to by the president on 13 January 2018. The CRC is established for the drafting and guiding of the process of promulgating a new Constitution. The Commission is comprised of a Chairperson (Chief Justice or a judge of the superior court), a Vice Chairperson (legal practitioner of not less than 10 years standing nominated by the Minister of Justice and nine other members nominated by the President. On June 4 2018, an eleven-member Constitutional Review Commission (CRC) was sworn-in. The Commission will be responsible for drafting a new constitution and prepare a subsequent report to that effect. In the execution of this function, they will be seeking public opinion; reviewing the 1997 Constitution; adhering to national values; safeguarding and promoting issues of sovereignty; separation of powers, national unity; introduction of term limits, and continuance of The Gambia as a secular state. According to Part II Section 9(1) of the Act- On Terms of Office of the Commission, it’s establishment shall be for a period not exceeding eighteen months. The Commission shall be dissolved one calendar month after the date of enactment by the National Assembly of the Bill introducing the new Constitution. According to Section 6(2)(a), 3 and 4, citizens both within the country and abroad will have the opportunity to participate in providing public opinion and proposals to the Commission once it commences its work, and where the Commission deem it necessary, invite persons, including representatives of professional, civic, political and other organizations, to appear before the Commission to make such presentations as those representatives consider relevant or make presentations on topics the Commission may specify.  The CRC therefore has the opportunity to narrow the permissible limitations on the right to freedom of expression and media freedom and should be encouraged to align the new constitution with international standards. 
Measures taken to guarantee the right to freedom of opinion and expression

11. In January 2018, the MOICI, with technical support from ARTICLE 19 West Africa, formed a media law review committee to advance the agenda for the reform of media laws and freedom of expression related legislation. Including members from the media, civil society, the National Assembly, government officials, regulatory bodies and other consultants, the Committee completed its work in May 2018, and recommended to MOICI and to the Ministry of Justice the following:

Recommendation 1: The Information and Communications Act 2009 (as amended 2013)
A total repeal of Section 173A to conform with the Supreme Court decision on 9th May, 2018.

Whereas the Committee agreed that for investigative purposes, the State may be obliged to access personal data, the committee noted that adequate data protection provisions are lacking. And, recommended that another sub section must be added to Section 138 subjecting such decisions to judicial oversight; and that a criterion should be established by an independent body in order for the state or an individual to be able to intercept data (under specific and restricted conditions).The committee found the texts contained in Section 165 to be vague and ambiguous. It recommended that in revising the text, the Ministry of Information and Communication Infrastructure (MOICI) and the Ministry of Justice should be more specific in limiting the section to information communication technology tools and services.

The Committee also noted that the broad powers of the Minister (MOICI) and the Authority in Chapter IV-Regulatory Provisions for Broadcasting Content and Sections 226, 230, 232-236, remain a cause for concern, as such the Committee recommended the addition of a section which will provide for prior judicial or parliamentary oversight of these powers.

The Committee also recommended that the power to regulate media content as placed within the responsibility of the Minister (MOCI) in the current Act, be exercised in consultation with the Independent Media Commission of The Gambia to be established in the future.

Recommendation 2: The Criminal Code

The Committee recommended that libel, defamation and media-related offenses in general be considered as civil and not criminal offences, and as such in the event of prosecution, should be treated as civil torts.

The Committee was therefore of the opinion that related provisions was not in compliant with provisions in the 1997 Constitution of The Gambia and fall far short of regional and international standards on free expression particularly the African Charter and ICCPR. The Committee further concurred with the Gambia Press Union contention that the penalty provisions for sedition and false news are “severe”. The Committee further aligned itself to legal reviews of Article 19 (2012)
 and the recommendations of the Gambia Press Union legal position paper on media reforms in The Gambia, (February 2017) and called for a complete repeal of all laws stifling media freedoms, freedom of expression and laws which criminalizes free speech. Particularly the following sections of the Criminal Code should be repealed: Sections 46-54, 60, 178-185.

Recommendation 3: The Indemnity (Amendment) Act 2001

Though members of the committee noted that there was the likelihood of Government arguing for the case that The Indemnity (Amendment) Act 2001 is not directly linked to the media and journalists, the Committee expressed concern that given the track record of The Gambia where attacks on the press and journalists have never been investigated; and the fact that retaining such legislation may impact negatively on the work of the media and active engagements of civil society organizations, the Committee thus recommends a total repeal of the Act to avoid instances of impunity by the Government. 
Recommendation 4: The Newspaper and Broadcasting Stations Act 1944 (as amended 2004) 
The Committee recommended that as a State Party to the African Charter, the Gambia must uphold the principles to undo “substantive restrictions” on media registrations as this in turn limits the right to free expression and promotes undue political interference. 
The Committee thus urged the Government to look towards forward-looking West African States where media registration has adopted a minimalist approach and where undue burdens and pressures were no longer imposed on registrants. As such, the Committee called for a total repeal of the bond for the registration of media institutions and called on MOICI to push for reforms that will enable the media to implement successful business models.

Members of the committee also reached the consensus that the Newspapers and Broadcasting Act of 1944 was archaic and its related amendments of 2004/5 were meant to stifle the independent media. As such, the Committee recommended for an immediate drafting and submission to the national Assembly by its next sitting in September 2018 for the enactment of a General Media Act that will reflect the current trend in Information and Communication technology.
Recommendation 5: The Official Secrets Act 1922

Pending an Access to Information/Freedom of Information Law, journalists reporting on security issues continue to run a high risk of contravening the Official Secrets Act 1922 without any criminal motive in doing so. The Committee was therefore of the opinion that, a review of the 1922 Act must be undertaken by the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) to ensure conformity with the Constitution of The Gambia and international treaties that The Gambia is signatory to.

Recommendation 6: Access to Information/ Freedom of Information Law (ATI)
The Committee noted its awareness of the Ministry of Information and Communications Infrastructure and the Ministry of Justice’s partnership with ARTICLE 19 on the drafting of an Access to Information/Freedom of Information Law, the Committee was however of the view that there must be an added urgency by both Ministries to ensure that the ATI legislation is made a reality by August 2018.

The Committee therefore encouraged MOICI to ensure that The Gambia is among the number of progressive African states with freedom of information laws, and, urged MOICI and MOJ to go further by partnering with the GPU and others in raising awareness on the importance of such laws and their implementation.

Recommendation 7: The Gambian Radio and Television Services (GRTS) Corporation Act 2004

The Committee recognized the ongoing effort by the management and staff of GRTS to align with their clearly defined role in The Constitution of The Gambia. The 1997 Constitution, it noted, provided the GRTS is to afford fair opportunities and to provide divergent views in its line of work as a State Broadcaster. 

While calling for a wider broadcasting law, the Committee recommended that MOICI work towards re-positioning and strengthening GRTS by converting its status from state to public service broadcaster, with a clearly cut out mission and transparent funding mechanisms.

Recommendation 7: Broadcasting Law

The Committee noted its awareness of that fact that. MOICI, in an effort to ensure a more pluralistic media, put in place a Broadcasting Content Policy in November 2017 to allow for the allocation of licenses provisional content provider licenses.
However, the Committee expressed concern that the Newspapers and Broadcasting Act of 1922 is still in the Statute books of the Gambia. it concurred with the review carried out by ARTICLE 19 in October 2017
 of the Guidelines on Ownership and Cross-Ownership in the Broadcasting Sector adopted by the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority and recommended that MOICI put in place, within the shortest possible time, a Broadcasting Law that protects licensees, respects international standards on cross ownership of the media; and which allows for growth and sufficient room for business development.

The proposed Broadcasting Law must consider the international standards of Accessibility (covering affordability, linguistic diversity, gender-sensitivity, and media and information literacy) and, also consider Internet broadcasting under the UNESCO (2015) concept that promotes the internet as human right based on, Open, Accessible and Multi-stakeholder (ROAM) principles. 
Recommendation 8: The Telegraphy (Amendment) Act 2005

The Committee noted that issues of spectrum fees, signal distribution and interference and related matters was under review by the Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA) for subsequent recommendations to the Minister- MOICI.

The Committee however deemed it necessary to call the attention of the Minister- MOICI to the fact that fees should be affordable to avoid undue financial pressure on new media firms and to allow fully functional business models of the broadcast media. The committee noted that the media is currently highly taxed and that the current charges needed review. 

In calling for a review of the Act, the Committee also noted that clarity must be provided as to the transition towards a ‘final’ spectrum management mechanism. The committee further reiterated the importance of strengthening the capacity of PURA or reviewing its role in media regulation in line with international standards.

Recommendation 10: The Commissioner for Freedom of Expression and Digital Rights

The Committee expressed its concern over the capacity and role of the multi-sector regulatory system in The Gambia; however the Committee notes that it was aware that these were World Bank recommendations implemented vis-a-vis the economic realities and population size of The Gambia in the past. As such, the Committee called for the strengthening of the Regulator (to be referred to as the Commissioner for Freedom of Expression and Digital Rights), and or to identify, within the Government structure an Information Commissioner. The role of the Commissioner will be to uphold information rights in the public interest, promoting openness by public bodies and data privacy for individuals. Though independent, their decisions, the committee recommended, should be subject to appeal to the Courts.

Lastly, the Committee noted its awareness of MOICI’s engagement with GPU on an earlier initiated strategic steering committee on media affairs. The Committee therefore encouraged MOICI and MOJ to engage further with the GPU and other stakeholders especially on the format and nature of the self-regulatory mechanism for the media. 

12. These recommendations have been favourably received by the Government, with the Ministry of Justice currently initiating the drafting processes, and we anticipate their submission to the National Assembly by the end of 2018. Further to these efforts, ARTICLE 19 is in the process of assisting the government in drafting an Access to Information Law for The Gambia. Ensuring that these legislative processes remain open and transparent, with the full and effective consultation of civil society, will hopefully lead to significant improvements to the legal landscape for freedom of expression, media freedom and access to information in the country.  

13. The Gambia Press Union (GPU) has, again with ARTICLE 19 and other civil society organisations, advocated in favour of this reform agenda, reflecting many of the above recommendations in its own position paper.

Protections for freedom of expression through the Courts

14. A constitutional challenge, brought by members of the GPU to the Supreme Court of The Gambia in 2016, was partially successful in nullifying various provisions restrictive of freedom of expression and media freedom, on the basis of Sections 25, 207 and 209 of the Constitution (outlined above). 
15. The decision in Bai Emil Touray and Two Others vs. The Attorney General, delivered on 9 May 2018, partially limited the offence of “seditious intention” (Section 52) by severing the definition of “seditious intention” in Section 51(a), to remove its second limb of protections for the government, but leaving intact personal protections for the President, as well as the definitions of “seditious intention” in subsections (b) – (e). Ancillary provisions on sedition (Sections 52(a) – Section 54) were left intact so far as they do not relate to the severed first limb of Section 52(a) (on sedition applying to the government). 
16. The Court’s reasoning in relation to “seditious intent” contradicts the Human Rights Committee’s guidance, not only in relation to specific and heightened protections in criminal law for the President, but also in relation to the other provisions defining “seditious intention”. Provisions (b) – (e) allow sanctioning of expression that, namely: excites “inhabitants of The Gambia to attempt to procure the alteration, otherwise than by lawful means, of any matter in The Gambia as by law established” (clause b); which brings “into hatred or contempt” or “excite[s] disaffection against the administration of justice” (clause c); which raises “discontent or disaffection amongst the inhabitants of The Gambia” (clause d); and which promotes “feelings of ill-will and hostility between different classes of population of The Gambia (clause e). 

17. While the limited decision in respect of Section 51(a), thereby partially limiting the scope of the Section 52 offence of “seditious intention” is positive, the vagueness of the remaining provisions raise particular concerns for freedom of expression in the country going forward. Retaining the first limb of that provision essentially retains criminal measures for defamation against the Head of State, which the HR Committee has found to be incompatible with the ICCPR. Subsections (b) – (d), while pursuing legitimate aims pertaining to national security and public order, and overly vague, and could be more narrowly framed to meet the requirements of necessity. Subsection (e), similarly, should be crafted more narrowly to reflect the elements of Article 20(2) of the ICCPR, taking into account the factors identified in the Rabat Plan of Action. 
18. At the same, the Supreme Court upheld Section 181A of the Criminal Code, which proscribes the so-called publication or broadcast of “false news”, as well as Section 59, which criminalises knowingly publishing or reproducing any statement, rumour or report likely to cause fear and alarm to the public or to disturb the public peace. Both provisions, in the view of ARTICLE 19, contradict The Gambia’s obligations under the ICCPR and should be repealed. 
19. We note that the plaintiffs in the Bai Emil Touray and Two Others relied extensively on the jurisprudence of the HR Committee, and that the Supreme Court nevertheless held the Constitutionality of these provisions. The 9 May 2018 ruling also directly disagreed with a 14 February 2018 decision of the Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in Federation of African Journalists vs. The Gambia. That, case brought on behalf of four journalists, Fatou Camara, Fataou Jaw Manneh, Alhagie Jobe, and Lamin Fatty, found that their arrest and mistreatment violated their rights to freedom of expression, and their right to be free from torture, inhuman and degrading treatment. It directed that the laws under which the journalists had been arrested, namely Sections 51, 52, 52A, 59, 173A, 179, 180, 181 and 181A, must either be repealed or revised.  
20. While the Government has made clear its commitment to reform, it is unclear whether those reforms will include revisions to the Constitution itself, and the extent to which the provisions declared by the ECOWAS Court to be against international human rights law will be repealed. 
The Information and Communication (Amendment) Act, 2013
21. In july 2013, the 2009 Information and Communication (Amendment) Act was amended to include several new offences for online speech. The Act criminalises those who spread “false news” about the government or public officials; caricature or make derogatory statements against public officials; and incite dissatisfaction or instigate violence against the government.
 
22. Beyond these provisions, the Information and Communication (Amendment) Act, 2013, gives excessive powers without oversight to the Minister of Information and Communication Infrastructure and the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority to access share and use personal data of individuals for purposes without their knowledge and without prior approval of the Courts.  
The Newspaper (Amendment) Act, 2004
22. The Newspaper Amendment Act 2004, rooted in the 1944 version of the same Act, still requires all print and broadcast media organisations to register and sign a statement of bond, certifying that they have sufficient funds to pay any penalties that might be imposed by the Courts for violations of the law. 
23. The Act continues to make registration process for the media onerous and allows the State to impose significant monetary penalties on outlets that failed to meet registration requirements. Media organisations go through a double registration process, needing to first register as a business, and then to secure a licence to operate as a media house.

24. Against the guidance of the HR Committee in General Comment No. 34, the Newspaper Act, by applying to both print and broadcast media, fails to distinguish between their differences. International standards are clear that there is no legitimate aim behind the requirement for print or online media organisations to register, and any regulation of the broadcast sector should be solely for ensuring plurality of the media, and safeguard independence. The Newspaper Act should be repealed in its entirety, including the undue burdens it imposes, in particular the bond requirement. It should be replaced by a Broadcasting Act which complies with The Gambia’s international and regional human rights treaty obligations. 
Steps towards an Access to Information Law in the Gambia 
25. ARTICLE 19 welcomes that both the Ministry of Justice and MOICI with civil society organisations and UN agencies held series of consultations on the right of access to information, with a view to receiving recommendations on crafting an access to information law which suits the context of The Gambia, and which would set it apart as having one of the more progressive laws on the Continent. An access to information law is essential to open and accountable government, in particular if The Gambia is to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular Goal 16. 

Freedom of association (Article 22 ICCPR)
26. In issue 26, the HR Committee requested information on measures taken to guarantee in practice the right to freedom of association, in particular whether the 1996 decree on non-government organisations (NGOs) had been reformed, including the registration requirements that NGOs submit budgets and work programmes to the government, and whether the decision to place the supervision of NGOs under the Office of the President had been reviewed. 

27.  ARTICLE 19 notes that the right to freedom of association is guaranteed under Article 25(1)(e) of the Constitution, including the right to form and join associations, though it is subject to the same limitations as the right to freedom of expression, through Article 25(4). In relation to the right to freedom of association, the government of The Gambia should be encouraged through the CRC to make revisions in line with Article 22 of the ICCPR. We respectfully also appeal to the HR Committee to consider prioritising a General Comment on Article 22 of the ICCPR, which, alongside or jointly with guidance on Article 21 ICCPR, would be helpful to stakeholders involved in law reform processes in this area. 

Decree 81 on Non-Governmental Organisations (1996) 

28. Decree 81 (1996) undermines the freedom of association in The Gambia, principally through the NGO Affairs Agency which oversees the activities of CSOs. From its inception, it ensured a two-tier system for NGO registration in The Gambia. The Decree allowed for an entity which met the criteria it set out, to register as an NGO with the NGO Affairs Agency. The Agency in turn granted a clearance certificate prior to the entity’s registration with the Registrar of Companies (located within the offices of the Attorney General). Decree 81 granted the following to registered NGOs in exchange for compliance: a continued access to limited duty waivers, an increased profile both domestically and internationally, and the permission of NGOs to register with The Association of NGOs (TANGO). NGOs however, were also required to settle an annual fee and operate under a higher level of scrutiny.

29. There were attempts to push for reform during the past regime. In 2010, TANGO made important proposals for the revisions to the provisions in Decree 81 (1996) under The Gambia NGO Bill of 2010 which was intended to bring the legal framework guiding CSOs in the Gambia to be consistent with the 1997 Constitution. TANGO’s proposal included amendments to provisions related to the establishment of the NGOs Agency, the inclusion of TANGO on the governing board of the Agency, the role of the board and that of the Executive Director.
 These recommendations however were not acted on by the past government and the NGO Bill was never passed by the National Assembly. 
30. In 2013, the Government of the Gambia introduced a new “NGO Decree” to the Assembly as part of the revised set of proposed Laws of the Gambia (2009), without any consultations with relevant stakeholders, including the NGOs themselves, and ignoring the earlier TANGO recommendations for a complete overhaul of Decree 81 (1996). The 2013 set of laws did not progress in the Assembly, however, and the new Government has not yet set out concrete proposals to amend Decree 81 (1996).
Status of decision to place the supervision of NGOs under the Office of the President of The Gambia

31. Decree 81 (1996) placed the semi-autonomous NGO Affairs Agency firmly under the ambit of the Executive. The Agency was located at various times under different government ministries during its operations and was finally located, following a decision in 2010, at the Office of the Presidency, resulting in increased restrictions for NGOs. Attempts in the same period, spearheaded by TANGO, as noted above, were not successful, and government-led proposals in 2013 did not include plans to move it. 
32. In 2017, the NGO Affairs Agency was moved to the Ministry of Local Government. 
Recommendations 

· ARTICLE19 urges the Government to repeal all laws that stifle expression and to firm up its commitment to the ICCPR and use the unique moment of the transition to finalise a comprehensive reform of the media-related laws and the drafting of an Access to Information bill for submission to the National Assembly by end of 2018. 
· ARTICLE 19 urges the NGO Affairs Agency to act quickly and revise the mode of its operations to ensure civil society organisations operate without undue hindrance. 
� “Please provide information on measures taken to guarantee in practice the right to freedom of expression. In particular, please state the measures taken to: (a) revise the Criminal Code (Amendment) Act, 2013 and the Information and Communication (Amendment) Act, 2013, which created new online offences including spreading “false news” about the Government or public officials; and (b) revise the 2004 amendments to the Newspaper Act, which introduced exorbitant registration fees and bonds for media organizations.”


�� � HYPERLINK "https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/3043/12-04-17-LA-gambia.pdf" �https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/3043/12-04-17-LA-gambia.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/170814-ARTICLE-19-Legal-Analysis-on-Gambia-Ownership-Guidelines-updated-with-Gambia-contact-info.pdf" �https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/170814-ARTICLE-19-Legal-Analysis-on-Gambia-Ownership-Guidelines-updated-with-Gambia-contact-info.pdf� 


� The Gambia Press Union, Legal Position Paper on Media Reform in the Gambia, March 2018 [https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M1TL2y9Pt7KbPu4UjFAUKqfpX_Fbg1xJ/view?usp=sharing]
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� Division for Public Administration and Development Management (DPADM), Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) Republic of The Gambia, Public Administration Country Profile, August 2004, at page 9; available at: � HYPERLINK "http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan023265.pdf" �http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/un/unpan023265.pdf� 


� Amendments to the NGO Bill 2010 by The Association of NGOs in the Gambia � HYPERLINK "https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AfW7P3afK7jQQn0M_OeRTekqImG4VbPX/view?usp=sharing" �https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AfW7P3afK7jQQn0M_OeRTekqImG4VbPX/view?usp=sharing�
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